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Topics Covered:

English
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Writing Assessment

Student Engagement

One tree will be planted per registration
(partnership with One Tree Planted).

About This Workshop
Are you using every tool you have in your "teacher toolbox" to help engage your student writers, but are still
finding that they're either reluctant to write, not producing a lot of writing, or are spending more time moaning
and groaning than they are writing? If so, this mini workshop is exactly what you need. After spending time with
me over seven lessons, you will find that your students are moaning and groaning now because writing time is
over–and you'll also see your student writers (as well as their many strengths!) through a whole new light.

We will begin by discussing why it makes sense for us to use comics and graphic novels as a part of our writing
workshop. Then, we will tackle a big question I often hear from teachers interested in doing this work: What if
my students aren't great artists? (SPOILER: They don't have to be!) Once I show you how to get started using an
inquiry approach, we will explore how to turn students' noticings and wonders into writing lessons and discuss
how you can help them revise and refine their work for an authentic audience. Of course, we can't talk about
teaching students to write comics and graphic novels without also talking about how to assess this work. Finally,
we will wrap-up our time together by addressing some of the more common "roadblocks" and/or concerns you
or your students might encounter along the way.
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About the Instructor

Shawna Coppola
Shawna Coppola is an award-winning educator who has served both students and teachers in public
school settings for over twenty years. She currently works as a K-12 literacy specialist and consultant with
The Educator Collaborative, a literacy think-tank and professional development organization for K-12
educators, as well as a course instructor for the New Hampshire Literacy Institutes at the University of New
Hampshire. She has written two books about writing for teachers, Renew! Become a Better–and More
Authentic–Writing Teacher (2017) and Writing, Redefined: Broadening Our Ideas of What It Means to
Compose (2019), both from Stenhouse Publishers.
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